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1he Review

Lawyers for the business of media and entertainment

The last year has been very tough for the economies of the
world. Much has been said about the impact of the credit
crisis on banks, house prices and the retail sector, but its
effect on the media and entertainment sector in the UK
and globally has been less well publicised.

Some commentators have argued that the media and
entertainment sector, particularly film and TV production and
distribution, benefits from being counter-cyclical, citing as evidence
the long queues outside box offices during the Great Depression,
when people flocked to cinemas to be entertained and to save on
high fuel costs. As a parallel, cinema admissions for the first half of
2009 were the highest since 2002', and it was a record-breaking
year for West End Theatre.

Predictions of doom for the media and entertainment sector are

in our view misconceived. The sector has several great strengths
which have seen it through previous crises and these continue to
give cause for optimism. It is among the earliest examples of a
globalised industry with international reach long before the banking
system and others became international businesses. It has had

to cope frequently with changes in technology, each presenting
challenges but each ultimately providing more opportunity. A much
publicised example would be the music industry - more than a
quarter of all recorded music industry revenues worldwide are now
coming from digital channels and in 2009 global digital music trade
revenues reached US$4.2 billion, up 12% on 20082

1 UK Film Council, UK Box Office —H1 2009 | 2 IFP1 Digital Music Report 2010

Despite or perhaps because of this, many of our media and
entertainment focused clients are expressing more optimism about
their future prospects than those in other industry sectors. Many
feel that they are actually better prepared to take advantage of
opportunities when the economy improves, as they are familiar with
adapting and changing at speed. Indeed, many have been taking
advantage of the digital revolution for years and have been at the
forefront of the technological developments in ‘new’ media, digital
commerce and gaming.

Moving forward, the general election will bring more possibilities
and no doubt more pressure to those involved in digital media,

but as we continue to guide our clients through a rapidly evolving
landscape, we can’t help but share their optimism. To go some
way to explain this, although most of what we do is confidential, we
have prepared the following review to highlight some of our work
that we can share and illustrate what 2009 meant for some of our
media and entertainment clients and for us as a firm. You will see
that in our work within the media and entertainment industries it
was a very exciting year.

Glen Atchison joined Harbottle & Lewis as Head of
the Tax Practice in 1998 and has been a member
of the Management Executive Committee since
2006. Glen was elected Managing Partner of
Harbottle & Lewis LLP in June 2008. As Managing
Partner, Glen has overall responsibility for the firm’s
practice, which comprises over 80 lawyers.
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Film

St Trinian’s 2 - Prescience

We advised film financier Prescience Film Finance on its
funding of the Ealing Studios production St Trinian’s 2, which
was released in December 2009 starring Rupert Everett,
Colin Firth and David Tennant.

Mr Nice - Prescience

We also advised Prescience Film Finance on the independent
production Mr Nice starring Rhys Ifans as Howard Marks, aka
Mr Nice, widely billed as Britain’s most notorious drug smuggler.
The film is due to be released in 2010.

| Was Bono’s Doppelganger - Isotope Films

Based on Neil McCormick’s autobiography, / Was Bono'’s
Doppelgénger tells the tale of McCormick and his brother’s
disastrous attempts to become rock stars, whilst they watch old
school friends U2 become the biggest band in the world. We
advised Isotope Films on the feature film, produced by client lan
Flooks together with Piers Tempest, Nick Hamm and Mark Huffam
and starring Robert Sheehan.

Rogue’s Gallery - Scion Films

Rogue’s Gallery is an upcoming action-comedy starring Zach
Galifianakis and Maggie Q, due for release in 2010. We advised
Scion Films on the financing of this US independent feature film.

Star Wars - Lucasfilm Ltd

We have been acting for Lucasfilm Ltd in High Court and Court
of Appeal disputes concerning intellectual property rights in

the costumes from the first Star Wars film, in particular the
Stormtroopers helmets. We continue to act on the
subsequent appeals.

Kick Ass - MARYV Films

We advised the production company on cast agreements and
production arrangements for Matthew Vaughn's latest film Kick Ass.
The film, starring Aaron Johnson, Mark Strong, Christopher Mintz-
Plasse, Nicolas Cage and Chloe Grace Moretz is based on the
Mark Miller comic series and looks set to become a cult classic.


http://www.harbottle.com/hnl/pages/hnl.php?gclid=
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Services & Information

Theatre

West End Productions
We represented the producers of a signi cant number of West End

productions in 2009. These included long running hits such as Billy

Elliot, Wicked, Dirty Dancing and The 39 Steps.

During the year we advised in connection with ve separate
worldwide productions of We Will Rock You, based on the music
of Queen, including the West End production which entered its
eighth year.

New West End productions on which we advised during the year

included Speaking in Tongues which starred John Simm, Breakfast

at Tiffany’s starring Anna Friel, Touched, a solo show with Sadie
Frost and the West End transfer of the Broadway multi award
winning musical Spring Awakening.

A Little Night Music: West End and
Broadway Transfers

We advised on the West End transfer from the Menier Chocolate
Factory of Stephen Sondheim’s A Little Night Music and the
subsequent Broadway transfer of this musical, starring Angela
Lansbury and Catherine Zeta-Jones, which opened in
December 2009.

The Subsidised Sector: NT Live

We advised the National Theatre on their enormously successful
new initiative for the live cinema transmission of their productions,
NT Live.

Other clients in the subsidised sector, who we have advised on

a range of issues during the year, include Theatre Royal Stratford
East, Sadler's Wells, the Royal Shakespeare Company, Bush
Theatre, Theatre Royal Bath, Chichester Festival Theatre and
The Open Air Theatre.

Quicksilver Theatre: New Theatre Acquisition

We advised leading children’s theatre Quicksilver Theatre
on the acquisition of a new theatre linked to a major phased
redevelopment by British Land at Regent's Place in London.
The theatre will be known as the New Diorama Theatre. The
Diorama is another charity for which we act and it agreed to
pass the opportunity to Quicksilver Theatre.

News Flash

Harbottle & Lewis is supporting Stage One’s new

Start Up Fund, which aims to help kick-start the careers
of outstanding new commercial theatre producers.
For more information_click here.
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Harbottle Movers and Shakers

New partners and consultants in 2009

Howard Hymanson, Partner and Head
of Employment

Howard was Head of Employment at Blake
Lapthorn before joining Harbottle & Lewis in
February 2009. He provides advice on a full range
of contentious and non-contentious employment
law issues, representing clients in the professional
services, online travel and leisure sectors, as well
as those in the media and entertainment industry.

Shireen Peermohamed, Partner,
Intellectual Property

Shireen joined the firm in July 2009 having
previously been both a Partner and Managing
Partner at Rouse Legal. She is an experienced IP
litigator and a CEDR accredited mediator. Shireen
advises on all aspects of IP including brands,
copyright, passing off and domain name matters.

Michael Offer, Consultant, Aviation
and Finance

Michael is a specialist in aviation, asset finance
(particularly aviation and shipping) and trade
finance. A large part of his expertise is in acting
for overseas clients, particularly those based in
Japan, the Far East, India, the Middle East and
West Africa. He is a former Senior Partner of
Lawrence Jones and was also the London Senior
Partner of TLT LLP. He joined Harbottle & Lewis
in November 2009.

Rhys Llewellyn, Partner, Corporate

Rhys joined the firm upon qualification in 2001
and was elected to the partnership in June 2009.
He deals primarily with private company share
and business sales and acquisitions, start-up,
joint venture and shareholder arrangements within
the media and entertainment industry. Rhys also
deals with the majority of the firm’s work relating
to Limited Liability Partnerships.

New Head of Litigation

Partner Andy Millmore succeeded Gerrard Tyrrell
as Head of Litigation in September 2009.

Andy, who recently represented Joltid in its
well publicised litigation with Skype, said:

“We have seen a marked increase in complex,
high value, and often multi jurisdictional litigation.
My brief is to guide the continued growth in this
direction, whilst maintaining and developing

our core expertise in handling disputes in

media, entertainment and IP. With ten Partners
across the firm specialising in different areas of
contentious work we are better placed then ever
to manage the needs of our clients”.



http://www.harbottle.com/hnl/pages/hnl.php?gclid=
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Peter Armstrong, Partner, Film and Television

Peter has specialised in film and television copyright,
production and finance for over 30 years. He represents
Hollywood studios on rights matters and is responsible for
the production legal work on major US films shot in the UK
and Europe. Current examples are The Wolfman and Robin
Hood for Universal Pictures.

Jonathan Berger, Partner, Film and Television

Jonathan represents leading film and television producers
and distributors as well as Hollywood majors. He has
recently advised on Peter Weir's The Way Back, Wild Target
and The Gruffalo for Magic Light Pictures, Cosi produced
by Steven Evans, the UK version of Law & Order for NBC
Universal and various acquisitions for the TV animation

producer and financier Chapman Entertainment.

Daniel Marks, Partner, Litigation

Daniel joined Harbottle & Lewis in January 2010 from Finers
Stephens Innocent where he was Head of the Sports and
Personal Injury practices. He specialises in personal injury,
sports litigation and clinical negligence.

Leon Marks, Partner, Litigation

Leon has been a personal injury and clinical negligence
specialist for over forty years and has broad experience in
commercial, insolvency and civil litigation work. He also
joined from Finers Stephens Innocent.

Glen Atchison said:

“The general economic climate may have
been tough, but it has provided us with the
opportunity to recruit several senior lawyers
through 2009 and into 2010.

Harbottle & Lewis has consistently been
acknowledged as a leading legal and
commercial advisor to the film and television
industries. Jonathan and Peter’s combined
expertise brings key additional dimensions to
the practice, which will be a valuable asset to
the firm and strengthen our offering to clients.

Daniel and Leon are acknowledged leaders
in their fields and meet the firm’s strategic
focus on maintaining and developing areas
of specialisation where the firm is, or will be,
regarded as a market leader. In addition to
their well-recognised expertise in the area

of obtaining compensation for high-earning
individuals who have suffered personal injury,
they will be able to undertake other litigation
work which will strengthen and diversify our
contentious offering to clients. They each have
exceptional reputations within their specialist
areas and we are delighted that they have
joined us.”


http://www.harbottle.com/hnl/pages/hnl.php?gclid=
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Harbottle Movers and Shakers

In 2009, four solicitors were promoted to the position of Senior Associate

Charles Leveque, Corporate

Charles specialises in mergers and acquisitions
(both public and private), joint ventures,
corporate reorganisations and public
offerings of securities. Charles has recently
advised MAMA Group Plc on the defence

of an unsolicited takeover offer made by
SMS Finance SA and on the recommended
takeover offer made by HMV Group plc.
Charles also advised the shareholders of
Raymond Gubbay Limited on the sale of their
majority shareholding to DEAG Classics AG.

Louise Prince, Litigation

Louise is a media litigator specialising in
reputation management for a wide range of high
profile individuals and media companies. She
provides media advice on pre-publication and
post-publication matters including defamation
and privacy, content clearance, intellectual
property and general commercial litigation.

in general commercial litigation, particularly
in the publishing, IT, broadcasting and

substantial breach of contract dispute in the
Chancery Division.

Acting Responsibly

We are privileged to be in a position to make a difference to
the lives of others. We take this responsibility, and the impact
of our activities on the environment, seriously. Each year we
elect a ‘Charity of the Year’ to support through fundraising
activities. In 2009 we supported Cancer Research UK.

CANCER RESEARCH UK 0:0
@

Linzi Bull, Family

Linzi advises on all aspects of family law.
She has particular expertise in ancillary
relief applications and private law Children
Act cases as well as cohabitation disputes,
prenuptial agreements and issues relating to
the Civil Partnership Act.

Jo Sanders-Key, Litigation

Jo specialises in all aspects of reputation

management, including libel, privacy, misuse
of confidential information, brand protection
and contentious aspects of data protection
and freedom of information. She also acts

retail sectors, and is currently engaged in a

ﬂ

We are supporting Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children
NHS Trust (GOSH) for 2010.

News Flash_

Head of the Family Practice, Tom Amlot, has been
recognised as a prominent UK Family & Matrimonial Lawyer
in the Citywealth Leaders List 2010.



http://www.harbottle.com/hnl/pages/hnl.php?gclid=
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Services

We are one of the few UK law firms to offer expertise
across the entire media and entertainment spectrum
and are well known for our specialist advice to clients
in all areas of the creative and communications
industries, including Advertising, Digital Media,
eCommerce / Technology, Fashion, Film and
Television, Interactive Entertainment, Music,
Publishing, Sponsorship, Sport and Theatre.

We also advise on a range of legal disciplines,
including Commercial, Corporate, Employment,
Data Protection, Defamation, Family, Finance,
Intellectual Property, Litigation, Private Client,
Property and Tax; as well as having highly
regarded practices in Charities, Aviation and
high-value Personal Injury.

News Flash_

Alison Wilds, Head of the Aviation & Finance Group was

formally elected to serve on the Air Transport Committee of

the Royal Aeronautical Society.

Many of our groups provide regular updates on
legal developments:

29 Apr 10 Intellectual Property eBulletin

22 Apr 10 Employment eBulletin

19 Apr 10 Briefing Note - 29 April deadline
for notification of on-demand
programme services

8 Apr 10

Briefing Note - New Copyright Tribunal
Rules Designed To Save Costs

6 Apr 10 Briefing Note - Product Placement

Update: New Legislation

Click here to register for legal updates by email.
]

Contact

Harbottle & Lewis LLP
Hanover House, 14 Hanover Square London W1S 1HP

Tel: +44 (0)20 7667 5000 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7667 5100

www.harbottle.com
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